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OutlineOutline

–Wallonia at a glance
–Technology foresight in regional RTDI 

policy
–Technology foresight  as a transverse 

concern
–Territorial foresight, an appropriate 

complement to technology foresight 
for a region
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Wallonia Wallonia isis a a RegionRegion of 3,413 millions of 3,413 millions 
inhabitantsinhabitants, , locatedlocated in the South of in the South of 

Brussels, Brussels, betweenbetween the the GermanGerman and French and French 
bordersborders and and coverscovers 16.844 km16.844 km22 amongamong

witchwitch 87,7 % are 87,7 % are cultivationscultivations and and forestsforests..

Deru 2004
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As State part of the As State part of the BelgianBelgian FederalFederal System, System, 
Wallonia Wallonia isis competentcompetent to deal to deal withwith territorial territorial 
mattersmatters suchsuch as as economyeconomy, innovation, public , innovation, public 
worksworks, , environmentenvironment, , urbanurban policypolicy, , internalinternal
affairsaffairs, etc., etc.
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The The regionalregional economyeconomy shows shows 
a a veryvery highhigh rate of exports.rate of exports.
The The regionalregional economyeconomy isis
largelylargely basedbased on services on services 
( > 70%).( > 70%).
The The regionalregional industrialindustrial research research isis
stronglystrongly concentratedconcentrated
in in somesome large large highhigh techtech sectorssectors
((lifelife’’ss sciences, sciences, pharmacypharmacy--
chemistrychemistry, , aerospaceaerospace).).



Technology Foresight Summit 2007 
Thematic Panels

6

Technology foresight 
in regional RTDI 

policy
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40 Key Technologies in Wallonia40 Key Technologies in Wallonia
-- The regional Innovation Strategy programme coThe regional Innovation Strategy programme co--funded by DG funded by DG 

RegioRegio-- EU was an important opportunity to conduct a foresight EU was an important opportunity to conduct a foresight 
exercise (1999exercise (1999--2000) 2000) 

-- Identification of the 40 key technology fields for Wallonia by Identification of the 40 key technology fields for Wallonia by 
2010 b2010 basedased on the on the needsneeds and the and the potentialpotential of the of the companiescompanies
basedbased in Walloniain Wallonia

-- ThreeThree--fold ambition:fold ambition:
-- To To findfind applications of applications of keykey technologies in technologies in severalseveral sectorssectors

carryingcarrying regionalregional growthgrowth;;
-- To To constituteconstitute a a windowwindow for for regionalregional technologicaltechnological potentialpotential;;
-- To To hightlighthightlight public and public and privateprivate decisiondecision--makersmakers
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MATERIALS MATERIALS –– CHEMISTRYCHEMISTRY

Ex. Non polluting surface 
treatments; New 
intelligent glazes; 
Recycling of refractors

EQUIPMENT GOODSEQUIPMENT GOODS
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIESINFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES
LIVING ORGANISM LIVING ORGANISM 
TECHNOLOGIES AND TECHNOLOGIES AND 
AGROTECHAGROTECH
ENVIRONMENT ENVIRONMENT –– ENERGY ENERGY ––
TRANSPORTATION TRANSPORTATION ––CITIESCITIES
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MATERIALS MATERIALS –– CHEMISTRYCHEMISTRY

Ex. Non polluting surface 
treatments; New 
intelligent glazes; 
Recycling of refractors

EQUIPMENT GOODSEQUIPMENT GOODS
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIESINFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES
LIVING ORGANISM LIVING ORGANISM 
TECHNOLOGIES AND TECHNOLOGIES AND 
AGROTECHAGROTECH
ENVIRONMENT ENVIRONMENT –– ENERGY ENERGY ––
TRANSPORTATION TRANSPORTATION ––CITIESCITIES

1.1. CharacterizationCharacterization of the of the 
technologytechnology itselfitself

2. Interactions 2. Interactions withwith otherother
keykey technologiestechnologies

3. 3. CurrentCurrent and and potentialpotential
marketmarket developmentdevelopment

4. 4. RegionalRegional position in position in 
the the fieldsfields ((degreedegree of of 
implication, implication, degreedegree of of 
autonomyautonomy of the of the 
providers and of the providers and of the 
usersusers of of technologytechnology, , 
identification of the identification of the 
actors)actors)
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Impact of Impact of foresightforesight on RTDI on RTDI policypolicy

-- The The keykey technologiestechnologies’’ studystudy has been the has been the 
foundationfoundation stone for stone for technologytechnology clusteringclustering
policypolicy..

-- CriticalCritical technologies as a technologies as a foresightforesight methodmethod has has 
been been predominantpredominant in the RTDI in the RTDI policypolicy
(scenarios, (scenarios, delphidelphi, , backcastingbackcasting have not been have not been 
usedused).).

-- TechnologyTechnology foresightforesight has been a has been a discontinuousdiscontinuous
processprocess..
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Technology foresight  
as a transverse concern
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-- TechnologyTechnology foresightforesight alsoalso reachesreaches regionalregional
industrialindustrial policypolicy ( ( economiceconomic clusters, clusters, 
competitivenesscompetitiveness hubs) and hubs) and employmentemployment policypolicy
(jobs and (jobs and skillsskills for the future).for the future).

-- TechnologicalTechnological watchwatch isis more more practicedpracticed thanthan
technologytechnology foresightforesight..

-- The The processprocess of of technologytechnology foresightforesight isis fairlyfairly
decentraliseddecentralised: : strategicstrategic positioningpositioning and and 
technologytechnology detectiondetection and and watchingwatching are are carriedcarried
out by the actors out by the actors themselvesthemselves..
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Territorial foresight, 
an appropriate 
complement
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Since 1985, The Destree Institute had initiated the Since 1985, The Destree Institute had initiated the 
launching of five foresight exercises untitled launching of five foresight exercises untitled 

Wallonia to the FutureWallonia to the Future

Towards a new Paradigm (1985-1988)
The Educational Challenge (1988-1994)
Competitiveness and Employment (1995-1996)
Evaluation,  Innovation, Foresight (1997-1999)
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The aim of the latest The aim of the latest 
foresight exercise called foresight exercise called 
Wallonia 2020 (2005) was Wallonia 2020 (2005) was 
clearly to leadclearly to lead
the citizens to experiment the citizens to experiment 
their creative andtheir creative and
critical intelligencecritical intelligence
collectivelycollectively
in order to takein order to take
part in the regionalpart in the regional
political agenda.political agenda.
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Outputs from Wallonia 2020Outputs from Wallonia 2020

1. A renewed vision of the future of Wallonia at 1. A renewed vision of the future of Wallonia at 
the horizon 2020the horizon 2020

2. A strategic plan with 15 concrete proposals of 2. A strategic plan with 15 concrete proposals of 
actions, published and largely disseminated in actions, published and largely disseminated in 
20042004

3. A networking effect :3. A networking effect :
-- LaunchingLaunching of aof a TTerritorialerritorial Intelligence PlatformIntelligence Platform
-- LaunchingLaunching of the of the RegionalRegional Foresight Foresight CollegeCollege
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ConclusionsConclusions

-- TF= a TF= a discontinuousdiscontinuous processprocess and a and a ratherrather
decentralizeddecentralized expertise in Wallonia.expertise in Wallonia.

-- EvenEven if if technologytechnology foresightforesight isis ratherrather limitedlimited in in 
Wallonia, the Wallonia, the regionregion has has accumulatedaccumulated a a strongstrong
experienceexperience in territorial in territorial foresightforesight..

-- WhileWhile globalisation has impact on globalisation has impact on territoriesterritories, , 
territorial (or territorial (or regionalregional) ) foresightforesight has has becomebecome a a 
major instrument of major instrument of regionalregional governance and governance and 
an an appropriateappropriate complementcomplement to to technologytechnology
foresightforesight. . 


